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THE DOCTOR WAS RIGHT 
K. J. Foreman 


FLORIDA SYNOD .. . News 
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\ DUKE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 
Women in the Church : 


OCT 8- 1955 
Julian Price Love 


If you invoke such texts .. . to keep women from DURHAM, N. C. 
being ordained, you should use them to stop women 
teaching in Sunday schools. . . . You should probably 
forbid their singing in the choir, for this is often a 
very effective way of teaching and preaching. (See 
page 5) 


Donald G. Miller 


If those who oppose women speaking in the church 
are consistent, it seems to me that they should by 
all means continue Paul’s custom of greeting one an- 
other with a holy kiss. . . . If one is absolutely binding 
perpetually, and not the reflection of a social pattern 
of Paul’s day, why is not the other? (See page 6) 


Samuel A. Cartledge 


The fact is that there are certain inherent differ- 
ences between the sexes as well as certain other dif- 
ferences that may depend only on customs that may 
differ from place to place and from time totime. (See 
page 5) 


James |. Vance 


There is Scriptural authority for women “prophe- 
sying,” “praying,” and “preaching.” They did these 
things in the Apostolic Church, and if so, we may 
assume that they should be permitted as much liberty 
in the church today. (Coming next week) 











Letters to the Editors 





Charlotte Elder Reports on the Assembly 





Sees Basic Division 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

I send you herewith a copy of a report 
made to the recent meeting of Mecklen- 
burg Presbytery by one of its commis- 
sioners. Since the commissioner could 
not be present at the meeting of presby- 
tery, he sent this written report and it 
was read by the stated clerk. 

I consider this report to be of unusual 
value. It shows exceptionally keen insight 
into our problems as a denomination. The 
commissioner’s ability is revealed in his 
recent election as president of the Char- 
lotte Chamber of Commerce and the fact 
that Davidson College awarded him the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Humanities. 
He is C. W. Gilchrist. 

Though not a commissioner to the As- 
sembly, I heartily agree with this able 
elder’s report. I am forwarding it with 
his permission. 

SHELTON M. HurcHison. 

Moderator, Mecklenburg Presbytery. 
Charlotte, N. C. 





PRESBYTERIAN CALENDAR 


And Related Events 








NOTE—U. S. refers to the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. (Southern); USA, to the 
Presbyterian Church, USA; and NCC to 
the National Council of Churches. 


October—Bible Book-of-the-Month, Ti- 
tus; USA; Church Extension Season, U.S. 
Oct. 1-31, Protestant Press Month. 


Oct. 5-6, NCC General Board, Pitts- 
burgh. 
Oct. 6, Board of Managers, American 


Bible Society, New York. 

Oct. 9, Men and Missions Sunday, Lay- 
men’s Missionary Movement. 

Oct. 9-16, Churchmen’s Week, NCC. 

Oct. 10, American Church Union 
nual dinner, New York. 

Oct. 16, Laymen’s Sunday. 

Oct. 16-23, Week of Prayer and 
Denial for Church Extension, U. S. 

Oct. 16, Offering for the Church’s Min- 
istry to Servicemen, USA. 

Oct. 16-24, United Nations Week. 

Oct. 17-19, USA General Council, New 
York. 

Oct. 23, World Order Sunday. 

Oct. 24, Dept. of Town and Country 
Church, NCC, Springfield, Mass. 

Oct. 30, Reformation Sunday. 

Oct. 31, NCC Division of Christian Life 
and Work, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Oct. 31, Reformation Day. 

November — Bible Book-of-the-Month, 
Isaiah 1-39; USA. 

Noy. 1-30, Religion in 
Month. 

Nov. 1-4, First national conference on 
the Churches and Social Welfare, NCC, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Nov. 4, World Community Day. 

Nov. 6-13, Presbyterian Survey Week. 

Nov. 7-10, 7th national assembly, United 
Church Women, NCC, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Nov. 13, Every Member Canvass, U. S.; 
Stewardship Sunday, USA. 

Nov. 24, Thanksgiving Day. 


an- 


Self- 


American Life 


To MEMBERS OF MECKLENBURG PRESBYTERY: 


THE FACTUAL report of the 1955 Gen- 
eral Assembly is available. There is no 
reason for me to amplify it. I have at- 
tempted to analyze the reactions of the 
Assembly as briefly as I can. 

I went to Richmond with high resolve 
fully expecting to find a group entirely 
dedicated to the advancement of the King- 
dom of God here on earth, where evidence 
of human frailties and weaknesses would 
be relegated to oblivion as we sought to 
serve the Master. It was my earnest 
prayer this highest church court would 
be devoid of friction. Our democratic 
form of church government had by prior 
action disposed of the explosive question 
of church union. It behooved the commis- 
sioners to avoid further discussion of it; 
they did. 

Having attended presbytery on several 
occasions, I was aware of certain under- 
currents of divergence of opinion. I chose 
to believe it was the moot question of 
union. It is not. 


WE HAVE A CHURCH determined to 
promulgate the faith of our fathers to the 
uttermost corners of the earth. Our poli- 
cies of operation, our tenets of belief are 
understood and accepted by our member- 
ship at large. Our staff members are con- 
scientiously endeavoring to carry out their 
assignments. Our church leadership, min- 
isterial and lay, is positive. 

There exists within our church a group 
unto itself. This group supports a pe- 
culiar attitude. It is a minority, but a 
belligerent minority. They sypport a 
philosophy of antagonism towards the 
leadership of the church. It was evident 
in every controversial issue that reached 
the floor of the Assembly. The identical 
group were always joined together on any 
cause. They fought with minority reports, 
parliamentary maneuvering, repetition. 
Much of the infighting opened wounds and 
left scars. Where the votes were counted, 
the percentage was always basically the 
same three votes against one vote. 


THIS VOTE PERCENTAGE first ap- 
peared in the election of a middle-of-the- 
road Moderator. It emerged when the 
majority report of the General Council 
requested emphasis on the ministers’ vows 
to support the entire benevolent program 
of the church. It exploded when the As- 
sembly was asked to rescind the delibera- 
tions of the prior Assembly regarding seg- 
regation. It became glaringly evident as 
this Assembly, not only stood its ground 
on what was decided last year, but again 
asserted its own conscience. It under- 
seored its apparent willingness to recog- 
nize the law of the land and emphatically 
went on record to support integregation 
and to heed the fact that all men are equal 
in the sight of God. 

It is right that men disagree. Under 
our Federal government and our church 
government it has brought about stability 
and strength. Neither government can 
survive unless after debate and decision 
the minority join with the majority to 
effect these ends. The belligerent minor- 
ity is not supporting our church or its 
leadership. Voices are directing the few 
from odd corners of our Southland. They 
are diametrically opposed to Richmond, 


Louisville, Atlanta, and Nashville. Our 
church must decide from which source we 
receive our inspiration. 


OUR PROBLEM, as I see it, is not one 
of union but perhaps a further cleavage. 
My observation of the three-for-one vote 
at our General Assembly is that there 
seems but little chance of unanimity and 
co-operation. Perhaps both groups could 
achieve greatness by going separate ways. 

There is so much to be done. Why 
waste our time with little things? Let us 
be about our Father’s business. 

C. W. GILcuRist. 


MODERATORS’ ITINERARY 


U. 8S. Moderator: J. McDowell Richards, 
Columbia Seminary, Decatur, Ga.: 

Oct. 9, Sugaw Creek church, Charlotte, 
N. C., 200th anniversary. 

Oct. 11, Little Rock, Ark., Christian ed- 
ucation rally. 

Oct. 13, Mobile, Ala., Spring Hill church. 

Oct. 16, Convocation, P. C., Clinton, 
&. ¢. 

Oct. 16-21, Rock Hill, S. C., Oakland 
Ave. church. 

Oct. 23, First church, Corpus Christi, 
Texas, a.m.; Taft, Texas, p.m. 








Oct. 25, Brownsville, Texas, Western 
Texas Presbyterial. 

Oct. 26, Atlanta, Ga., Atlanta Presby- 
terial. 

Oct. 29, Jacksonville, Fla., Synod’s men 

Oct. 30, South Jacksonville church, 


a.m.; Albany, Ga., Reformation Day serv- 
ice, p.m. 
Nov. 6, Vidalia, Ga., a.m.; Augusta, Ga., 
Reid Memorial church dedication, p.m. 
Nov. 11, Richmond, Va., Board of Chris- 





tian Education; Convocation, Union Sem- | 


inary and Assembly’s Training School. 
Nov. 13, Asheville, N. C., First church. 
Nov. 20, Davidson, N. C., vesper service. 


USA Moderator: Paul 8. Wright, 1200 
S. W. Alder St., Portland 5, Ore. 

Oct. 10-12, San Anselmo, Calif., 
Francisco Seminary retreat. 

Oct. 15, Fulton, Mo., Westminster Col- 
lege. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 
p. m. 

Oct. 21, Butler Presbytery (Pa.) men. 

Oct. 23, Washington, D. C., N. Y. Avenue 
church, a. m.; Northminster church, 4 
p. m. 

Oct. 24, New York, Union Seminary. 

Oct. 25-26, Buck Hill Falls, Pa., Coun- 
cil on Theological Education. 

Oct. 28, Clarksville, Ark., College of the 
Ozarks. 

Oct. 30, Portland. 

Nov. 1, Detroit Presbytery. 

Nov. 3, Atlanta, Ga. 
Nov. 4, Chattanooga, Tenn. 

6, 
ts 


San 


16, South Salem, Ohio. 

17-19, New York, General Council. 
19, Princeton Seminary, p. m. 

20, Lancaster, Pa., First church, 


Nov. Knoxville, Tenn. 

Nov. Philadelphia Presbytery dinner. 

Nov. 8, Philadelphia Presbytery, ser- 
mon, noon; Jersey City Presbytery din- 
ner, p. m. 

Nov. 9, Bloomfield Seminary. 


Nov. 10, Cleveland, Ohio, Interchurch 
Relations. 
Nov. 11, Charlotte, N. C., J. C. Smith 


Seminary dedication. 

Nov. 13, St. Paul, Minn., House of Hope, 
a. m. 

Nov. 14, Omaha Presbytery and men. 

Nov. 15-Dec. 15, Trip to Near and Mid- 
dle East. 

Dec. 18-31, Portland. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
oe Pee 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except first week, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492: 
nignt, 4- , 


15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 


Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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Heads Lynchburg Home 


Thomas P. Wright, former superin- 
tendent of the Belton, S. C., public 
schools, is the new superintendent of the 
Presbyterian Home, Lynchburg, Va., suc- 
ceedingly Bernard E. Bain. He has al- 
ready assumed his new duties. 

Dr. Bain has indicated that he will 
remain at the institution for a while in 
an advisory capacity. His plans, he says, 
are still indefinite though he expects to 
re-enter the pastorate. 

The new superintendent is +7 years 
old. A native of Clinton, S. C., he is a 
graduate of Washington and Lee Uni- 
versity. He has taught at Shenandoah 
College and had public school adminis- 
trative responsibilities at Great Falls, 
S.C. 

For the past two years Mr. Wright has 
been assistant superintendent of Ander- 
son County, S. C., School District 2. 
Mrs. Wright is the former Ella Gaines 
Wardlaw of the Frank H. Wardlaw fam- 
ily of South Carolina. 


In Advertising Post 

Jack Abernathy of Gastonia, N. C., 
has been named advertising director of 
the Presbyterian, U. S., Board of Chris- 
tian Education, including the John Knox 
Press. . 

Mr. Abernathy, former publicity direc- 
tor at the Montreat, N. C., conference 
center, and lately promotion manager for 
WSJS-TV in Winston-Salem, N. C., be- 
gan his work Oct. 1. 

Following graduation from Davidson 
College in 1940 he served in the Army, 
later serving also in the Korean conflict. 
Earlier experience has been with the 
Greensboro, N. C., Daily News and in 
the operation of a weekly paper in Ran- 
dolph County, N. C. Following his Mon- 
treat assignment he worked with a fund- 
raising firm in a capital funds campaign 
at Furman University. 


Lindquist, Missions President 

New York (RNsS)—Raymond I. Lind- 
quist of Hollywood, Calif., was elected 
president of the Presbyterian USA Board 
of National Missions at a meeting here. 

He succeeds Hugh Ivan Evans who 
last April was made director of the 
Foundation of the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, the agency that manages gifts to 
the denomination. 

Mrs. John Hastie Brown of Syracuse, 
N. Y., was named vice-president of the 
board. 

As board president, Dr. Lindquist will 


SEGREGATION ISSUE DEBATED 
AT LENGTH BY FLORIDA SYNOD 


At is annual meeting, the Synod of 
Florida (U. S.), convening in Orlando’s 
new $750,000 First church, joined the 
list of synods supporting and seeking 
to implement the General Assembly’s 
stand on desegregation. ‘The Florida 
vote, however, was a close one, with 
majorities running from 10 to 33. 

Closest vote was 84-74 on a substitute 
offered by J. Wayte Fulton, Shenandoah 
pastor, Miami, recognizing differences of 
opinion on the race issue and leaving 
the matter in individual hands, with no 
action to be taken by the synod. When 
that was defeated, the synod then adopt- 
ed these resolutions: 

“That church sessions be urged to con- 
sider making no distinction because of 
race, in receiving members into the 
church; (95-64) 

“That the trustees of colleges under the 
control of this synod or its presbyteries 
be urged to consider removing any bar- 
riers of race in admitting students; (84- 
54) 

“That all directors of adult and youth 
conferences within our synod be directed 
to consider adopting an interracial policy 
where those of all races may be welcomed 
on an equal basis and that they report 
their findings to the next synod; (76-51) 

“That ministers and laymen lead in 
their communities in forming interracial 
councils to develop mutual understanding 
and goodwill. 

“That we follow the lead of our Gen- 
eral Assembly in affirming that enforced 
segregation of the races is contrary to 
Christian theology and contrary to the 
best Christian practices.” (77-44) 


However, the synod voted 87-44 to de- 
feat Resolution No. 9, which read as 
follows: 

“That our churches in their evangelistic 
programs consider an appeal to all peoples 
within the normal limits of their church 
area, regardless of race or economic 
status.” 


Eight-Man Protest 

In addition to the debate on the rec- 
ommendations, additional complications 
came, delaying adjournment by three 
hours, when a protest signed by eight men 
was offered. By this time only a minority 
of the 200 members of synod were left 
to consider it. The four ministers and 
four elders signing the paper protested 

“ . . the spirit of the [Christian Rela- 





head the group that guides more than 
3,400 mission projects in the U. S. and 
its territories with an annual budget of 
over $10,000,000. 


tions] report ... in the exaggerated poli- 
tical question of segregation at a time 
when there are so great opportunities for 
effective evangelism among the many races 
within the bounds of our Assembly and 
throughout the world. 

“We call attention to the fact that item 
No. 9 on the division’s report was defeated 
by an overwhelming majority which shows 
that the delegates were not willing to im- 
plement their own discussions, yet asking 
the church at large to do what they would 
not undertake themselves. 

“We believe the Bible teaches that God 
fashioned the hearts of all men alike; yet 
God made the races distinct. We further 
believe that since God made the races dis- 
tinct it is proper to recognize races, striv- 
ing for a godly pride in, and purity of, 
races.” 

Signers were W. D. Stewart, Tallahas- 
see; A. L. Vreeland, Chattahoochee; D. 
A. Swicord, Panama City; J. E. Fisher, 
Tampa, ministers; J. W. Usher, Miami; 
Ellis Banks, Maitland; S. V. Butler, 
Havana; and Harry Jukes, Tampa, 
elders. 

The Moderator, Walter B. Passiglia, 
Ybor City minister of Tampa, named the 
following committee to reply to the pro- 
test: Frank P. Anderson, St. Petersburg; 
Stephen T. Harvin, Jacksonville; Os- 
wald Delgado, Lutz (now, Winter Park), 
ministers; Stanley James, Leesburg; and 
A. L. Johnson, Tampa, elders. 

The response, adopted by the synod, 
noted the right of the protestants but it 
expressed regret “that their unwise use 
of words would seem to intimate insin- 
cerity on the part of the majority of the 
synod.” Further, it said: 

“We call attention to the fact that the 
report in nowise injected the issue of 
segregation as a political question but as 
a Christian principle which the church is 
having to face in our day.” 

News reports quoted the Assembly’s 
Moderator, J. McDowell Richards, as 
commending the synod’s stand on seg- 
regation and saying, “I feel assured that 
the churches of your synod will work out 
their individual programs with charity, 
love and understanding.”’ 


Join with USA 

The original report on Christian Re- 
lations, presented by Raymond G. Wick- 
ersham, Fernandina Beach pastor, also 
provided, with synod’s approval: 

“That the synod’s committee on Chris- 
tian Relations, with counsel of the At- 
lanta office, explore the opportunities for 
closer relations with like committees of 
the Presbyterian Church, USA, within our 








synod, especially in arranging conferences 
and retreats.” 

Long drawnout considerations of an- 
nual protests of J. W. Marshall, the 
synod hoped, are at an end, with the 
formal entering of the Assembly-author- 
ized record in the case. Mr. Marshall has 
each year protested the presentation of 
reports to the synod by women, and in- 
volvements in relation to this have been 
appealed to the General Assembly which 
ruled that the Marshall protests must be 
recorded. 

This year the synod called attention to 
Book of Church Order provisions that 
after prescribed records have been made 
“here the matter shall end.” It said, 
“Any further acts of opposition to the 
prevailing custom of the church with 
regard to hearing its devcted Christian 
women make their reports would be of 
the nature of disrespect both to the speak- 
er and to the court itself.” 

Special attention was given to finances. 
This was the first meeting of the synod 
since the division of St. Johns Presbytery 
into three, making a total of five presby- 
teries in the synod. This expansion is 
expected to aid in the stewardship pro- 
gram. 

Recent records show Florida near the 
bottom in per capita gifts among the 16 
synods: 13th in total gifts, 15th in be- 
nevolences, but rising in gifts to Assem- 
bly causes from 13th to 9th. 


Budget totals of $459,810 for Assem- 
bly work and $100,588 for synod’s pro- 
gram were adopted. Presbytery responsi- 
bilities were assigned as follows: West- 
minster, $145,142; Suwannee, $123,849; 
Everglades, $107,036; St. Johns, $95,- 
828; Florida, $88,543. 

D. P. McGeachy, Jr., Clearwater, pre- 
sented the Student Work report, calling 
attention to great needs in this area in 
view of the fact that there are more Pres- 
byterian students in Florida universities 
than in all Presbyterian colleges of the 
Southeast. A $150,000 campaign for this 
work was approved. 

Also, subject to action by trustees of 
Colombia Seminary, a financial campaign 
for that institution for $250,000 or more 
(as part of a possible $5,000,000 effort 
for the seminary) was approved. 

The synod was considerably embar- 
rassed to learn that it is the only body 
working in the Florida Council of 
Churches to fail to contribute its pledged 
support. This was met by direct appro- 
priation from synod’s treasury and ‘pres- 
byteries are urged to support the work in 
the future. 


Gordon Is Named 

Named to the Assembly’s new Com- 
mittee on Interchurch Relations was U. S. 
Gordon, Gainesville pastor. To repre- 
sent the synod next year at the Philadel- 
phia celebration of the 250th anniver- 


The Preposition "Of" 


By LUTHER A. WEIGLE 


The most versatile and ambiguous of 
the prepositions in the King James Ver- 
sion of the Bible is “of.” It is used 
where we would now say ‘“by’’—Jesus 
is said to be baptized of John and led of 
the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempt- 
ed of the devil. ‘To be seen of them” 
is “to be seen by them,” and “have glory 
of men” is “be praised by men” (Mat- 
thew 6:1-2). “Bidden of any man” is 
“invited by any one’ (Luke 14:8). 

“Which was spoken of the Lord by 
the prophet” may be understood to mean 
the prophet’s word concerning the Lord; 
the clause is cleared of ambiguity by the 
present translation, ‘“‘what the Lord had 
spoken by the prophet” (Matthew 2:14). 
Similarily, in John 8:40, “which I have 
heard of God” means “which I heard 
from God.” 

“The zeal of thine house” is “zeal for 
thy house” (John 2:17); “zealous of the 
law” is “zealous for the law” (Acts 
21:20; and ‘a zeal of God” is “‘a zeal 
for God” (Romans 10:2). “Of long 
time” (Acts 8:11) is “for a long time.” 

The King James Version sometimes 
uses “of” where we would now use 
“with.” Examples are “in comparison 
of you” (Judges 8:3) and “provided the 
king of sustenance” (2 Samuel 19:32). 


4 


‘The expression “I am sick of love” (Song 
of Solomon 2:5) now implies surfeit and 
distaste; the better translation of the 
Hebrew is “I am sick with love.” 

To “rejoice more of that sheep than 
of the ninety and nine” (Matthew 18:13) 
means to “rejoice over it more than over 
the ninety-nine.” ‘Power of” means 
“rule over” in 1 Corinthians 7:4. “Com- 
passion of” (Hebrews 10:34) is “com- 
passion on.” ‘Timothy is urged (1 Tim- 
othy 4:12), not to “be an example of the 
believers,” but to ‘set the believers an 
example.” 

Occasionally “‘of’ is redundant, and 
may simply be dropped. Examples are: 
“Asahel would not turn aside from fol- 
lowing of him” (2 Samuel 2:21); and 
“they thought that he had spoken of 
taking of rest in sleep” (John 11:13). 
“They left beating of Paul” (Acts 21:32) 
means “they stopped beating Paul.” The 
redundant “of” is Shakespearian usage; 
for example, in As You Like It (IV, 3, 
10) Silvius, delivering Phoebe’s letter, 
says: 

“I know not the contents; but, as I guess 
By the stern brow and waspish action 
Which she did use as she was writing of 

it, 

It bears an angry tenor.” 


sary of the forming of the first presbytery 
will be the Moderator, Mr. Passiglia. * 

Moderator-nominee is Wm. H. Kadel, 
Orlando pastor. Synod will meet next 
June 19 at Peace Memorial church, 
Clearwater, celebrating the 65th anniver. 
sary of the church and the synod. 





Wilbur La Roe Says: 


Life’s Valleys. Our nation, at the 
peak of its prosperity and confidence, 
descends suddenly from the mountain 
peak to the valley upon receipt of the sad 
news from Denver. But there is some- 
thing about the valleys of life that causes 
us to think deeply and seriously, and in 
the shadow of the valley we can thank 
God for our freedom, for the wonderful 
leadership of our President in the cause 
of world peace, and the whole nation can 
pray, as it is praying, for the President's 
recovery. After all, without valleys there 
would be no mountain tops. 








Southern Courtesy. 
hotel. Guest to telephone girl: 
you please give me a 7:30 call?” 

Answer: “Room 632, 7:30.” 

In a southern hotel. Guest to telephone 
girl: 
call?” 

Answer: “I surely will, sir, and a 
good night to you.” 


Waste of Time. 


“Will 


Question: Do | get 


the right impression that you consider | 


bridge-playing a sin? 
Answer: No. I enjoy a game of bridge 
occasionally. Bridge-playing for neces- 


sary relaxation is not to be criticized, but J 


it is sinful when it becomes an indulgence 
which goes far beyond relaxation and 
wastes hundreds of valuable hours. This 
human life is so precious that it is in a 
sense sinful to put any hour to less than 
the very best use. Test of best use: 
What God would want. Incidentally, no 
Christian should play cards for money, 
no matter how small the stakes. 


Cost of Liquor. Our national bill 
for liquor is running at the rate of 
$9,885,000,000. If this huge sum were 
not spent for alcoholic beverages a com- 


petent analyst figures that it could have | 


been spent as follows: $5,250,000,000 for 
house rent; $1,786,000,000 for bread, 
milk and meat; $425,000,000 for fruit; 
roughly $1,000,000,000 for books, maga- 
zines, vacations, etc.; $350,000,000 for 
doctors; quarter of a billion for churches; 
about three-quarters of a billion for cloth- 
ing; about a third of a billion for in- 
surance; and still more than a billion 
would be left. We wonder if those who 
sell the above items realize what liquor 
is costing them, not to speak of the thou- 
sands of ruined lives. 

Washington, D. C. 
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Question: What Is Permanent? 


INTRODUCTION—The status of women in 
the church has long been a matter of debate. 
This year Presbyterians, USA, are voting in 
their presbyteries on the admission of women 
to the gospel ministry. The Los Angeles 
Assembly approved it. In the U. S. cr South- 
ern church the question is also being studied 
in terms of women presenting their reports 
or speaking before church courts (a matter of 
annual protest in one synod), and the larger 
question of the possible ordination of women 
as elders, deacons or ministers.—Editors. 


HE Southern Presbyterian Church is 

beginning a study of the place of 
women in the church, especially the pos- 
sibility of ordaining women to positions 
of leadership in the church. It is not 
the purpose of the present writer to seek 
to defend any particular position or to 
try to give a final answer to the various 
problems involved, but rather to suggest 
certain lines of thinking in regard to the 
scriptural passages involved. 

In one sense the matter seems to lend 
itself to a very easy solution. We may 
quote I Corinthians 14:34, “Let your 
women keep silence in the churches”; 
or I Timothy 2:12, “I suffer not a woman 
to teach, nor to usurp authority over the 
man, but to be in silence.”” Or we may 
look at the passages that mention the 
qualifications of the officers of the early 
church and may recognize clearly that 
they are written with the assumption that 
the officers will be men. But it is prob- 
able that the matter is not quite as simple 
as all that. 


Was Phoebe a Deaconess? 

In Romans 16:1 Paul commends to the 
Roman church a good woman by the name 
of Phoebe whom he describes as ‘‘a ser- 
vant of the church which is at Cenchrea.”’ 
But the word “servant” is simply the 
feminine form of the word which is reg- 
ularly translated “‘deacon.”” Was Phoebe 
a member of a class of ordained deacon- 
esses ? 

Then there is the verse Galatians 3:28: 
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there 
is neither bond nor free, there is neither 
male nor female; for ye are all one in 
Christ Jesus.” That means at least that 
so far as salvation itself is concerned there 
is no difference between a man or a 
woman. Does it also mean that there 
should be no difference at all between 
men and women, in the church, in the 
eyes of the law, in social life, and so on 
and on? The fact is that there are cer- 
tain inherent differences between the 
sexes as well as certain other differences 
that may depend only on customs that 
may differ from place to place and from 
time to time. 

In I Corinthians 11:5 we read, “But 
every woman that prayeth or prophesieth 





DR. CARTLEDGE is professor of New Tes- 
tament at Columbia Seminary. 
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with her head uncovered dishonoreth her 
head.”’ Certain churches, on the basis 
of this verse, require women to wear their 
hats when they enter church. Our de- 
nomination has not made that require- 
ment. Have we disregarded the plain 
teaching of the Bible? Not at all. Ac- 
tually what Paul was talking about was 
not a hat to be worn on top of the head 
but the long, flowing veil worn to cover 
the face. If a church wants to follow 
literally the teaching of Paul it should 
require its women to wear the oriental 
type of veil! But the fact is that Paul 
was speaking about a specific situation 
that applied in his time that does not 
apply now, at least in our part of the 
world. In Corinth in the first century 
the only women who appeared in public 
without their veils were the women of the 
street or their sisters, the sacred prosti- 
tutes of such pagan religions as the 
Aphrodite cult. Paul had preached free- 
dom to his Christian converts, but he did 
not want the Christian women of Corinth 
to use such a freedom that would make 
all the citizens of Corinth think that the 
Chrisian women were just some more of 
the class of prostitutes. For those women 
at that particular time it was very im- 
portant that they should wear their veils; 
in twentieth-century America the wearing 
of veils is an entirely different matter. 


We learn that women should dress de- 
cently and that they should be careful 
to follow the necessary customs and moral 
codes of the time, but we should be fool- 
ish to try to get them to wear veils of the 
sort the apostle was discussing. 


Improved Status 

The status of women has changed im- 
measurably for the better down through 
the centuries. And the Christian reli- 
gion is proud to claim a large measure 
of credit in bringing about such changes. 
We are glad that women can now vote, 
can serve on juries, have more equality 
under the law, are able to work effectively 
in many areas that were formerly closed 
to them. 

In the church our attitude toward 
women has made major changes. One 
does not have to be too old to remember 
the time when some man had to read the 
report of the Auxiliary before the Gen- 
eral Assembly, when no woman would 
be allowed to pray at prayer meeting when 
men were present, when no woman could 
teach a class of men and women, and so 
on and on. But now all of those condi- 
tions are changed. And we have gone 
on even further to have women directors 
of Christian education, choir directors, 
missionaries, members of committees and 
boards established at all levels of our 
church courts, and so on. Are we run- 
ning in contradiction to the Word of 


Professors of New Testament in the Presbyterian, 
U. S., seminaries were requested to comment on the 
passages of Scripture customarily used in discussing 
the status of women in the church.—Editors. 


Paul's Temporary Admonition 


By JULIAN PRICE LOVE 


HE apostles lived in a day when men 

took all the part in public meetings, 
and to command women to keep silence 
and not to teach in Christian churches 
was simply to say, “Don’t let any of 
your people use their new-found freedom 
in Christ to make a public scandal out of 
the gospel.” 

I think that principle would apply in 
many cases today, but wherever, as in 
this case surely, such an occasion has 
long gone by, the principle has no further 
use. 


Secondly, if you are going to follow the 
letter of the law, do it consistently. If 
you invoke such texts as I Cor. 14:34, 


DR. LOVE is professor of New Testament 
interpretation in Louisville Seminary. 





and I Tim. 2:8 and 12 to keep women 
from being ordained, you should use them 
to stop women teaching in Sunday schools 
certainly or having anything to say on 
any church board. You should probably 
forbid their singing in the choir, for this 
is often a very effective way of teaching 
and preaching. 

Of course I feel that Paul laid down 
the real Christian principle of action in 
Gal. 3:28, where he did away with 
artificial distinctions in Christ, male and 
female included, and that he varied from 
this basic principle only where, as I have 
said, it seemed necessary to avoid misun- 
derstanding and scandal. Moreover, the 
Spirit who “leads us into all truth,” often 
directs us beyond the findings of the 
apostles. 








God in this matter? Most of us do not 
believe so. And we may say practically 
that God certainly seems to be blessing 
this fine work of the women—what pastor 
would dare to try to run his church with- 
out the aid of his godly women? 


Eternal vs. Temporary 

Basically the problem is simply this: 
How much of the Biblical material con- 
cerning women is eternal principle that 
should never change, and how much of 
it is dependent upon historical conditions 
that can and do change? At times the 
matter is perfectly plain. We know that 
it is an eternal fact that women will al- 
ways bear the children, never men. We 


know that the command that the women 
wear veils in church was due to a tem- 
porary situation which has since changed. 
But between those two extremes there is a 
dividing line which is not easy to dis- 
cover. The present writer can anticipate 
that there will be much debate among 
equally intelligent and godly men as to 
just where to draw that line in the matter 
of the possible ordination of women as 
elders and deacons, and the closely-re- 
lated matter of their ordination as min- 
isters. 

In addition to the scriptural basis there 
are many practical angles, but that is 
another matter quite bevond the limits 
of this brief article. 


Understanding the Bible 


By DONALD G. MILLER 


It seems to me that the question in- 
volves less an exposition of specific pas- 
sages than a readjustment of one’s whole 
perspective of the timeliness of the Bible. 

To argue from the Bible against the 
ordination of women is to do exactly 
what was done by men before and dur- 
ing the Civil War in regard to slavery— 
to fail to read the Bible in the light of 
the social structure of the times out of 
which it came. Had Paul openly at- 
tacked slavery as a social institution in 
the first-century Roman Empire, he would 
have jeopardized the whole Christian 
movement, which was highly misunder- 
stood, at best. As P. T. Forsyth once 
put it, “Paul did not destroy slavery, but 
his gospel did.” 

So, with the question of the part women 
are to play in the life of the church. 
When Paul wrote, social custom decreed 
a male society as far as public life was 
concerned. It was impossible, therefore, 
for the emancipation of womanhood 
which the Christian faith brought, to 
find full and free expression immediate- 
ly. This was true from two standpoints. 


Precaution 

In the first place, the Roman non- 
Christian world which so grossly misun- 
derstood Christianity in every way, would 
have been wholly unable to understand 
a movement which immediately placed 
women in the role of teachers. To them 
this would not have conveyed the fact 
that in Christ there is neither male nor 
female, but would have branded this 
movement as a foolish and radical social 
revolution which could not be tolerated. 
Hence, to keep the movement from being 
misunderstood in the Roman world, Paul 
counseled caution in the actual display 
of the equality of the sexes in Christ. 
Furthermore, as is nearly always true, 
there are always radical and foolish 
people in any movement who cannot be 


DR. MILLER is professor of New Testament 
at Union Seminary, Va. 
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trusted to make the transition from one 
form of social order to another without 
excesses. 

To avoid, therefore, the misunder- 
standing on the part of the Roman world, 
on the one hand, and to avoid having the 
church subjected to the excesses of unreg- 
ulated and superficial people who might 
be tempted to manifest some of the extreme 
fruits of the faith without understanding 
the faith, he counseled that women keep 
silent in the churches and learn at home. 
Hence, I would say with Forsyth that 
although Paul did not champion the com- 
plete emancipation of womanhood and 
their equality with men in the churches, 
his gospel did! 

For Consistency 

One last word. If those who oppose 
women speaking in the churches are 
consistent, it seems to me that they 
should by all means continue Paul's 
custom of greeting one another with a 
holy kiss. For in the same Epistle to 
the Corinthians in which he counsels the 
women to keep silent in the churches, he 
also counsels the whole group to “greet 
one another with a holy kiss” (I Cor. 
16:20b). If one is absolutely binding 
perpetually, and not the reflection of a 
social pattern of Paul’s day, why is not 
the other? * 


NEXT WEEK—A 40-year-old one- 
man minority report to the General 
Assembly by the late James |. Vance 
on “The Status of Women in the 
Church.” 


Many a church member has matured 
in every area of life except his religious 
beliefs. Many mature persons continue 
to hold concepts about the nature and the 
will of God that they learned in Sunday 
school. The church is a cherished in- 
stitution but—while there are notable 
exceptions—it wields little direct in- 
fluence upon the thinking of millions in 
its membership—CHARLEs B. TEMPLE- 
TON. 








Note on Ferre’s 
Beliefs 


NOTE—In view of recent campaigns 
drumming up opposition to Nels F. g. 
Ferré, including a retracted invitation to 
the platform at Lake Junaluska (OUTLOokx, 
Aug. 15), the following statement by Dr. 
Ferré is of considerable interest.—Ebirogs. 


Forasmuch as many have taken in 
hand, dear Theophilus, to state what | 
believe, it seems good to me also to de- 
clare that whereof I am myself certain. 

1. God is Agape, or the personal Spirit 
who is holy Love. The three basic def- 
initions of God in the New Testament 
are: God is personal (“Our Father”); 
“God is Spirit’; “God is Love.” To 
speak of New ‘Testament Incarnation 
must mean to declare the Incarnation of 
this true and only God. I know no other 
or better God whom I can truly worship, 
serve and trust. This God of the New 
Testament is one. 


2. I know him because I have met him 


in Jesus Christ. God being Agape, Jesus 
Christ is the Word Incarnate, very God 
of very God. The eternal Word or the 
eternal Son has actually become flesh, 
fulfilling time by his life, teachings, cross 
and actual resurrection. In Jesus Christ 
we meet God as suffering and victorious 
Love. 

3. Incarnation involves that Jesus was 
a true human being whose humanity was 
fulfilled by his deity. The deity of God 
as Agape entered into and perfected the 
humanity of Jesus as Eros. Such ful- 
fillment is not arbitrary or artificial but 
is the learning obedience through suffer- 
ing. Having been made perfect in his 
humanity, as the New Testament claims, 
he could become the “pioneer and per- 
fecter of our faith. 

4. The Incarnation of God in man as 
the Godman expresses the eternal nature 
of God (the Godhood) and the true na- 
ture of man. The Incarnation is central 
to the understanding of creation, revela- 
tion, redemption and eschatology. More 
simply: God was in Christ as the focus 
of our truest understanding what life, his- 
tory and salvation are all about. This is 
so because the same eternal Son must 
become the center of our life before we 
can understand and accept the purpose 
of God for us. I believe that there can 
he no salvation apart from our accepting 
Christ, the Incarnate Word, the holy, 
universal Love who God is. 

5. There is no sentimentality about 
this God who became incarnate. The 
facts of our actual world should convince 
anyone of that. But neither is there any 
end to the resources of his perfect love. 
He is perfectly strict and perfectly lov- 
ing, but his strictness is in the service of 
his love. 

6. This position I have held from the 
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beginning of my writings as their constant 
center. I believe in an evangelical super- 
naturalism of intellectual integrity and 
social concern. God who is the super- 
natural Creator, controller of our lives 
and the nations, and the judge and com- 
pleter of history, has given himself com- 
pletely for us unto death, in order that 
we might no longer live by striving, 
whether by work or by wisdom, but by 
free acceptance, through faith, of God’s 
offering himself in Christ for us. 

7. In The Sun and the Umbrella I 
used the name “Jesus” for the human 
being; ‘‘Christ’” for the eternal Son; 
“Tesus Christ” for the Godman. Some, 
whether through misunderstanding or 
malice aforethought, have circulated in- 
numerable pamphlets, for the purpose of 
making people think that what I say of 
Jesus (human) is what I mean of the 
Godman. Obviously, as D. M. Baillie 
points out in God Was in Christ, the 
human personality of Jesus did not pre- 
exist, but was real. The eternal Son of 
God pre-existed and became incarnate for 
our sake. 

Today I wrote the first words of a vol- 
ume on Christology. My aim as a Chris- 
tian scholar is to be completely open to 
all facts, adequate in my interpretation 
of them, and always concerned that 
Christian theology express with relevance 
and power the universal, saving love of 
God for our actual lives and social needs. 
As I begin this weighty undertaking to 
reformulate in our day the eternal truth 
of God in Christ as holy Love, I ask for 
the prayers of any reader who shares my 
concern. 

Nets F. S. FerrF. 
School of Religion, 
Vanderbilt University, 
Nashville, Tenn. 


Groups to Merge 


NASHVILLE, TENN. (RNS)—White and 
Negro pastors’ associations here prob- 
ably will merge by November. 

Spokesmen said the two groups agreed 
on the merger last spring. 


ARGENTINE NOTE 
Crucifixes Are Restored 


BuENos AIRES (RNS)—Reports from 
the western province of Mendoza said the 
federal commissioner there had ordered 
that the crucifix be restored in all public 
offices. 

They were removed when deposed Pres- 
ident Juan D. Peron launched his cam- 
paign against the Roman Catholic 
Church last year. 

Meanwhile, it was expected here that 
the provisional government will shortly 
restore to the calendar five Catholic re- 
ligious holidays which the Peron regime 
removed from the list of those observed 
nationally. 
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ANNUITIES HELP SOLVE YOUR INCOME TAX PROBLEMS 





On your gift to Missions, 
a hetter income for You 


While the main purpose of annuity gifts to our Board is to help 
in the work of the church, the government, in the 1954 income 
tax law, has offered additional tax relief which makes annuity 
gifts even more attractive from the standpoint of income to 
the givers. 


In most cases, the taxable portion of the income from such 
annuities is, under the new law, only about half as much 
as previously. 


In addition to the relief on income, a substantial part of the 
original annuity gift is also deductible as a contribution in 
the year in which the gift is made. 


These are only two of the ways in which such a gift to the 
cause of Foreign Missions can also prove financially ad- 
vantageous to the giver. Other advantages include a worth- 
while, non-fluctuating income, and safety of both income and 
principal. 


We will be glad to supply full details about our 50-year-old 
annuity gift plan on request. Address 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 


BRoarRpD oF WoRLD Missions 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 


“Yo Forergu Missions a Share” 


POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
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EDITORIAL 


For the Sake of “Evangelism” 


Evangelism is too basic to the Chris- 
tian enterprise to become a refuge for 
fearful souls. That is, the evangelistic 
witness is everywhere and always to be 
recognized as a primary obligation. But 
it is no shelter from other recognized 
responsibilities. 

For instance, any person with the slight- 
est concern for the Christian advance 
ought to be able to see that much of that 
advance in the world depends upon the 
quality of relationships—between races, 
or the treatment of minority groups by 
majorities. It would be a sterile sort of 
evangelism that taught men they could 
circumvent basic relationships if they got 
busy in “evangelism.” Such “evange- 
lism’? would be a reproach to the Chris- 
tian church, 

Yet, in the recent meeting of the Synod 
of Florida, men were called to turn aside 
from efforts to follow Christian directions 
in race relations on the basis of the im- 
perative of evangelism. The synod, hap- 
pily, gave its witness to a kind of evange- 
lism that does not seek to steer clear of 
relationships. Of course, it is to be 
regretted that in one significant action— 
the conspicuous Resolution No. 9, dealing 
with evangelistic programs—a _ rather 
puzzling vote was recorded (see page 4). 

Two of our Southern Presbyterian 
papers have recently used the same kind 
of protective shelter in attacking the so- 
called ecumenical movement. They did 
so on the basis of “evangelism.” They 
raised questions as to whether money 
spent on the ecumenical program—the 
worldwide Christian effort, with its in- 
separable summons to mission and to 
unity—could not be better spent on “evan- 
gelism.” What meaningless 
quiturs ! 

In what company is there to be found 





non se- 


a more dynamic evangelistic concern and 
effort than in the ecumenical movement ? 
Certainly not in any denominational pro- 
gram that we know about. Only men 
who stand afar off and look with critical 
eyes can talk in such terms, for those who 
see it close-up know that here are to be 
found today’s great missionaries and 
evangelists; here, in the center of the 
ecumenical effort, are the great programs 
and the united prayers and efforts of 
dedicated people as they work day and 
night to witness to the world for Jesus 
Christ. 

There are doubtless many grounds for 
justifiable criticism of ecumenical strate- 
gy and program, but an attack in the 
name of some passion for “evangelism” 
sadly misses the mark. 


Teacher of Church Officers 


All across the U. S. General Assembly 
men will be distressed to learn of the 
long illness of LeRoy P. Burney, who 
joined the staff of Men’s Work five years 
ago to lead in the fundamental program 
of training church officers. He has been 
an ideal choice for this work and, until 
forced by necessity to relinquish it for 
a season, he has devoted himself to the 
job of helping elders and deacons meas- 
ure up more fully to their commitments. 

His extended illness has interrupted 
this program because there are few men 
who are equipped to carry it on, but 
while treatment continues in a Statesville, 
N. C., hospital, Dr. Burney will have the 
best wishes and prayers, not only of Pres- 
byterian men, but of all those who are 
grateful for his good work directed to- 
ward a more effective service by church 
officers. 


GUEST EDITORS 


After all, in the distinctive Presby- 
terian system, this business of helping 
church officers is pretty close to the nerve 
center. For all he has done in the past 
and planned for the future, we can be 
grateful to LeRoy Burney. 


Our President 

It did not take a heart attack in Den- 
ver to crystallize the widespread appre- 
ciation of President Eisenhower which is 
felt throughout the world. Following the 
summer's conference of the Big Four at 
Geneva most of the uncertain feeling 
abroad toward America’s peace efforts 
was dissipated because of the forthright 
and friendly behavior of the President. 
Now, following soon on that triumph, to 
get news that he has been slowed-up in 
his demanding role as a leader in the 
struggle for a genuine peace, is a blow 
of the first magnitude. 

Surely the contributions cf this man 
in the service of his nation and for the 
peace of the world none can minimize. 
Distinguished leadership of military 
forces, welding the North Atlantic nations 
into a unit, and finally his successes in 
seeing to it that this country fulfills its 
place of responsible cooperation in world 
affairs through the United Nations and 
in other orderly ways, only the blind 
would fail to see and only the callous 
would refuse to admit. Yet, such dedi- 
cated service exacts a price which, re- 
gretfully is now being paid. 

* * * 
A PAGE depicting the 16 Jewish holi- 
days and fast days—when they fall and 
what they mean—is offered free of charge 
by Barton’s Bonbonniere, 80 DeKalb 
Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. It offers a step 
in understanding the Hebrew heritage. 


Shoot Luke, or Give Up Your Gun! 


ID you know that one of the greatest 

problems in the organizations of the 
church is people accepting places of re- 
sponsibility and then not half-filling 
them—or not at all? Someone is ap- 
pointed to a place of leadership; he fails 
to do the job, yet holds the title and makes 
it almost impossible to put someone who 
will do it in his place. 

Your place may seem small (there are 
no small places in God’s work) and you 
do not feel that it matters much whether 
vou do it or not. But your job is impor- 
tant! Weak links are one of the greatest 
handicaps we have. Someone suffers and 
the cause of Christ suffers because you 
are not filling your place. 

A few dozen bricks may not seem to 
be very important in our sanctuary, but 
knock them out and see the gaping hole 
that lets in the winter winds, besides 
weakening the structure to where it might 
even collapse. 


Let an assistant Sunday school teacher 
take his or her place lightly and the load 
becomes too heavy for the teacher and a 
child suffers. 

Let a program chairman fall down and 
the whole organization is weakened and 
loses interest. 

If you are leading a song, keeping min- 
utes, decorating for a social, furnishing 
transportation, writing a letter, making 
telephone calls, directing recreation, seat- 
ing a worshiper or singing in the choir 
for your church, for the sake of your 
beloved church and the Christ who saved 
you, let’s be honest and do the job loyally 
and lovingly. 

We want you to have the joy of filling 
your place, but if you cannot or will not 
fill it well, please resign and give some- 
one else the gun. 

Shoot, Luke, or give up your gun! 

—Murfreesboro Newsletter 
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THE DOCTOR WAS RIGHT 


But It Works Both Ways 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“Thy faith hath made thee whole.”— 
Mark 10:52, KJV. 


HE DOCTOR, a Christian and one 

of those rare and priceless non-spe- 
cialists called General Practitioners, was 
talking to a patient. ‘“‘A human being is 
more than a physical organism,” he said. 
“4 doctor who prescribes only for the 
body may forget that the total diagnosis 
must include all that the patient is and 
suffers, besides his body. You are one- 
sided if you don’t take the whole person 
into consideration.” 

The doctor was right, of course. Not 
that specialists are out of place. He 
would have been the last man to imply 
such an idea. But as general practitioner 
he realized that even his broad ministra- 
tions still do not cover all that a human 
being is. 

But it works both ways. The minister, 
whose work has anciently been called 
the “cure of souls,” should remember 
that man is more than a soul. It is an 
interesting fact that in the Bible the same 
identical word is used for the cure of 
physical and of spiritual ailments. The 
King James translators sometimes used 
in translating it, the expression, “make 
whole,” which is a happy paraphrase. 

A whole man is one who is sound 
through and through. A whole man is 
spiritual, physical, mental, social. These 
aspects of life are not in tight compart- 
ments. You cannot be sick in one of 
these aspects of your life and be quite 
well in the others. It is very little use 
to prescribe for one of them if conditions 
in the others are working against the cure. 
The doctor can give all the pills and all 
the wonder-drugs that science can invent, 
but if the patient is deeply worried about 
something at home, what she gets in the 
doctor’s office will not cure her. So on 
the other sides. 

The teacher can train the mind, and 
dispel a certain amount of ignorance; 
but if eysight is poor or if there is latent 
malaria or hookworm always present, the 
educated boy or girl in a year or two can 
hardly be told from the illiterate one. 

The athletic coach and trainer can 
build up a strong physique; but if there 
is no moral stamina this splendid animal 
scon becomes brutish, even a derelict. 


HE PREACHER should not only 
remember this about human person- 
ality and its make-up. He is the one 
man who is able to do what doctor and 
coach and teacher have no time to do— 
get acquainted with the whole man with 
whom he is dealing. There is in all the 
range of professions none like that of the 
pastor. 
Why is it that the church subsidizes 
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a pastor so that he does net need to spend 
even 40 hours a week at farming or any- 
thing else for his income? Not in order 
to furnish him with leisure; but to give 
him opportunity to work at the job of 
knowing people. It doesn’t take all week 
to get up a sermon, though it does take 
more time than laymen realize. But it 
does take all week to know his people. 

The pastor-preacher passes out two 
kinds of prescriptions: on Sundays he 
gives general prescriptions to everybody 
at the same time. The medical equiva- 
lent of the sermon is the article in Read- 
er’s Digest or the Post or some other 
mass-magazine, on “Your Health.” But 
a doctor who did nothing but write ar- 
ticles for magazines would be no doctor. 
He gives particular pills for individual 
needs. Likewise, the minister should be 
giving particular help to individuals, 
which he can’t possibly do if he doesn’t 
know them, and which they are not likely 
to take if they don’t know and have con- 
fidence in him. 

In both his public sermons and in his 
personal conversations (“publicly and 
from house to house” as Paul said of his 
ewn work), the minister has to remember 
that his people are not ghosts, they are 
not disembodied souls. They inhabit 
bodies, houses, they have jobs (or haven’t 
them), families, bills coming in, neigh- 
bors, gardens, draft boards. If house 
or family or bills or draft boards are 
working against the preacher, his pre- 
scriptions will be hardly worth his 


trouble. The preacher’s patient is a spe- 
cial kind of animal with a special kind 
of mind living as a member of many so- 
cial groups. Let the minister keep that 
in mind. 


T IS a very encouraging fact that the 

the church at large has found this out 
and is training its ministers accordingly. 
Thirty years ago very few seminaries had 
courses in pastoral counseling. The pres- 
ent writer attended a famed and orthodox 
seminary, but cannot recall once in three 
years hearing anything about the personal 
aspects of the ministry. Nowadays it is 
a rather backward seminary that does not 
stress, in many ways, this business of 
pastoral counseling. Pastors have always 
counseled, to be sure; but the contem- 
porary church is rediscovering the whole- 
ness of man. Pastor and psychiatrist, 
pastor and physician, pastor and teacher, 
or social worker, are beginning to work 
together as teams. 

The church, in short, is beginning to 
take Jesus’ methods seriously. The Gos- 
pels do nct record any cases where Jesus, 
finding sick people, encouraged them to 
keep on being sick for the good of their 
souls. He “saved” them by curing them, 
and he “saved” them by telling them 
stories and by preaching too. 

Jesus knew that man does not live by 
bread alone; but he knew men do not 
live by sermons alone. One-sided treat- 
ments do not cure many-sided men. 
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The Bible 
Speaks to Vou 


By ROBERT McAFEE BROWN. 
How the Bible answers the ques- 
tions we all ask about God and Jesus 
Christ, and about the “common- 
place” decisions and practices of 
our everyday lives—speaking direct- 
ly to our own needs and our own 
time. $3.00 
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of the Book 
of Revelation 


By JOHN WICK BOWMAN. An 
important contribution to the under- 
standing of John’s purpose in the 
Book of Revelation, presenting Re- 
velation as a drama in seven acts, 
and containing a new translation 
in modern English. $2.50 


At all bookstores 
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THE MAKING OF THE HYMNBOOK (6) 


The Dedication of the Hymnbook 


ITHIN the next several months, 
many congregations will begin 
using The Hymnbook. It is frequently 
fitting to introduce the hymnal by an act 


of congregational worship. To assist those 


who may be planning such a service of 
dedication, the following suggestions are 
made. 


Available Helps 


The Book of Common Worship of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States 
contains several sections which, though 
not designed specifically for this purpose, 
suggest ideas of value in hymnal dedi- 
cations. For example, the Scripture Les- 
son, Act of Dedication, and Prayer in 
the “Form and Order for the Dedication 
of an Organ” (pages 278-281) could be 
used in modified form. Likewise, the 
“Form and Order for the Dedication of 
Memorials, Gifts, and Church Furnish- 
ings” (pp. 282-287) contains pertinent 
material. One or more of the five ‘“‘Pray- 
ers with the Choir” (pp. 5-7) might be 
used. The third one reads as follows: 


“O God, whose glory the countless hosts 
of heaven do ceaselessly proclaim: Gra- 
ciously aid us, we beseech Thee. as we 
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seek worthily to fulfill our ministry and 
service in Thy house, that in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs we may sing 
and make melody unto Thee with our 
whole heart; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.” 


The following responsive act of dedi- 
cation was prepared by George Licht 
Knight, assistant minister, West Side 
Presbyterian Church, Ridgewood, N. J., 
who is Editor of The Hymn, official 
periodical of the Hymn Society of Amer- 
Ica: 


Litany of Dedication for Hymnals 

Minister: Let us pray. Almighty and 
Everlasting God, Who hast set a song in 
our hearts, we give Thee thanks for the 
gift of melody, sanctified to Thy praise. 
We especially remember before Thee those 
who have written hymns which enshrine 
Thy people’s praise. May Thy Holy Spirit 
abound in our hearts as we set apart these 
hymnals, dedicated to divine service in 
Thy House and for the worship of Al- 
mighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

People: We offer unto Thee, O God, the 
sacrifice of praise. 

Minister: That they may be heralds of 


Thine Eternal Kingdom in the Church of 
Jesus Christ, the hearts of true believers, 
and throughout all the world: 

People: Attend unto our prayer, O God. 

Minister: For the Christian nurture of 
little children and for the Christian educa- 
tion of youth: 

People: Attend unto our prayer, O God. 

Minister: To the comfort and solace of 
all who lift up their hearts unto Thee in 
songs of love: 

People: So will we sing praise unto Thy 
name forever. 

Minister: For opening the eyes of the 
heart and windows of the soul: 

People: So will we sing praise unto 
Thy name, O Thou most High. 

Minister: As a solemn witness to the 
rule of our Savior, resurrected and as- 
cended, sitting on the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty. before Whose throne 
the angels perpetually do sing: 

People: Attend unto our prayer, O God, 
and hear us as we come before Thy pres- 
ence with a song. 

Minister: To the everlasting glory of 
God, before Whom all praise waiteth; unto 
the honor of Jesus Christ, the Brightness 
of the Father’s glory; and unto the eternal 
witness of the Spirit of Truth. 

People: Hear the prayer of Thy people 
as we bring these hymnals, an offering to 
Thee, in the Name of the Father, and of 
the Sen, and of the Holy Spirit, world 
without end. Amen. 


Announcing the publication of 


The Hymnbook 


A Singing Book for a Singing Church 
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Out of a mighty heritage of song and 
spoken word uttered in praise of God by 
faithful Christians down through the ages, 
comes THE HYMNBOOK — the long and 
eagerly awaited work of five cooperating de- 
nominations, including our own. 

It brings together in one volume the cher- 
ished melodies and familiar words of the old 
favorites, and, in addition, many new hymns 
expressing the faith and devotion of Chris- 
tian men and women of today. 

THE HYMNBOOK’s 576 pages contain 
527 hymns, 72 choral responses and other 


selections, responsive readings (printed in 
two colors), worship aids, including the 
Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed, the 
Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Commandments, 
suggested invocations, and 7 indexes. 

The book is bound in a rich, durable ma- 
roon cloth, with the title stamped in gold. 
Top edges of pages are stained to harmonize 
with the binding, and the book is printed 
on special non-glare paper. Here is truly a 
beautiful, practical, singing book for a sing- 
ing church! 


1 to 24 copies, $1.75 each, postpaid; 25 or more, $1.50 each, plus 5 cents 


per dollar for delivery and insurance charges. Leather binding, $9.00 each. 


Send for free illustrated brochure. 


PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES 


Box 6127, Atlanta 5, Ga. 


Box 1020, Dallas 21, Tex. 


Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 
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Federation Is Urged for 
Presbyterian, Reformed 
Churches in South Africa 


CAPETOWN, So. AFRICA (RNS)— Fed- 
eration of all Presbyterian and Reformed 
Churches in South Africa was urged here 
by A. G. Leask, newly-elected Moderator 
of the Presbyterian Church of South 
Africa. 

He called upon the 250 delegates at- 





tending the church’s General Assembly 
to ‘seek individual contacts’ with mem- 
bers of other Presbyterian and Reformed 
groups in the country “with the aim of 
eventually forming a federation at a 
national conference.” 

Mr. Leask said that 58 per cent of the 
European (white) population of South 
Africa belongs to Reformed or other 
churches holding the Presbyterian system. 
In addition to the Presbyterian Church 
of South Africa, he said, these include 


Dutch Reformed groups, Swiss and 
French Reformed bodies, the Church of 
Scotland, and several smaller churches. 
Tighter Divorce Laws 

A resolution calling upon other church 
bodies in South Africa to join it in peti- 
tioning the government to tighten present 
divorce laws was adopted by the General 
Assembly. 

Among provisions the Presbyterians 
seek to have written into the laws are: 

That no divorce be permitted until a 





THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES OFFERS 


Twenty Scholarships 


IN THE PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE OF YOUR CHOICE 





1956 COMPETITIVE SCHOLARSHIP CONTEST 





What 


Who 


Where 





Four-Year Scholarships 
(One fourth of the amount being _}. 
available for each college year, 
provided acceptable work is done.) 


$2,000 $1,600 $1,200 $1,000 


One-Year Scholarships 2. 
$500 $400 three for $300 
three for $200 eight for $100 3. 
(In every case the money will be 
paid to the Presbyterian college 
attended.) 


How 


Any boy or girl 


Who is in the senior year of an 
accredited high school. 

(Or a recent graduate who has 
done no college work.) 

Who has made above-average 
grades. 

Who is a member of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United 
States. (Southern Presbyterian 
Church. ) 





The applicant himself should write to the Division of Higher Education 
(Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia) for complete details and Application 
Form. He must submit the Application Form, including personal 
data on honors won, school activities, and church work; an Essay on 
“My Reason for Choosing a Church College;” an Autobiography; 
High School Recommendation; and take certain standard tests. 


When 





Completed application form must bear postmark not later than January 
7, 1956. None will be accepted if postmarked after that date. 


DIVISION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 


Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 


OCTOBER 10, 1955 





Any of the sixteen senior colleges or six junior 
colleges affiliated with the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States. 


OUR PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGES 


Senior College Scope Address 

Agnes Scott Women Decatur, Ga. 
Arkansas Co-ed Batesville, Ark. 
Austin Co-ed Sherman, Tex. 
Belhaven Co-ed Jackson, Miss. 
Centre Co-ed Danville, Ky. 
Davidson Men Davidson, N. C. 
Davis and Elkins Co-ed Elkins, W. Va. 
Flora Macdonald Women Red Springs, N. C. 
Hampden-Sydney Men Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
King Co-ed Bristol, Tenn. 
Mary Baldwin Women Staunton, Va. 
Montreat Women Montreat, N. C. 
Presbyterian Co-ed Clinton, S. C. 
Queens Women Charlotte, N. C. 
Southwestern Co-ed Memphis, Tenn. 
Stillman Co-ed Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Westminster Men Fulton, Mo. 
Junior College 

Lees Junior Co-ed Jackson, Ky. 
Lees-McRae Co-ed Banner Elk, N. C. 
Mitchell Co-ed Statesville, N. C. 
Peace Women Raleigh, N. C. 
Presbyterian Junior Men Maxton, N. C. 
Schreiner Men Kerrville, Tex. 
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Photo by Harold M. Lambert 


WHO IS HE? 


and what does he 
mean to you? 


lf you work for a living, or are a business owner you 
might recognize this man as a retired employee who is re- 
ceiving a retirement check made possible by a thoughtful, 
realistic business organization . . . or, he might be some 
friend who is grateful for the receipt of an insurance check 
which is to pay for recent hospitalization or surgery—also 
made practical by his employer. 


In fact, he could be most any one of thousands of men 
and women who today can rest in the security that they 
will be cared for in retirement, or if they undergo hospitali- 
zation or surgery—and they do better work for the knowing. 


You, as a Church member, may know of someone who 
may look forward to this sort of security—or perhaps, right 
now, he can’t 


Is He your Minister or lay employee? 


The Board of Annuities & Relief will be happy to give you 
full details as to how your minister and full-time, salaried personnel can 
obtain benefits of a generous annuity and insurance program. The cost 
is surprisingly small—and remember, your minister won’t ask for it. 
An officer may write to 


BOARD OF ANNUITIES & RELIEF Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
341-C Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. 


Atlanta, Georgia 


marriage has lasted at least two years. 

That a desertion be for a duration of 
two years before it becomes grounds for 
divorce. 

That a divorced man be refused the 
right to remarry until he has made ade- 
quate provision for his divorced wife and 
their children. 

That any divorced man who fails to 
meet obligations to his previous family 
be liable to imprisonment. 

P. B. Hawkridge, who introduced the 
resolution, charged that ‘‘we have evolved 
a kind of serialized polygamy here in 
South Africa.” 

“The changing of wives and husbands 
has become almost as accepted as chang- 
ing books at a library,” he said. 

Citing statistics showing the divorce 
rate in Johannesburg to be one-in-four, 
he said that ‘tin a land where divorce 
is so casual its possibilities corrupt the 
whole conception of marriage.” 

“Married people can quarrel today, 
part tomorrow, get a divorce within two 
months and remarry on the day the di- 
vorce is granted,” Mr. Hawkridge said. 
Reject Graham Invitation 

The Assembly rejected a proposal that 
American evangelist Billy Graham be 
invited to conduct a campaign in this 
country. 

One of the leading speakers against the 
proposal was H. H. Munro who charged 
that “the content of Mr. Graham’s mes- 
sage is nil.” 

“The United States has nothing to 
teach the rest of the world about the life 
of the spirit—not because it is material- 
ist but because it is fundamentally ado- 
lescent,”” he said. ‘“We have nothing to 
learn from a campaign which excels 
only in its ability to sell any article at 
all if only enough is spent on publicity.” 

Replying to this, Emlyn Jones said it 
“makes me sad to think that Christian 
ministers can talk about a colleague the 
way we have been doing.” 

“Here is a man that can do something 
that none of us is able to do,” he said, 
“not a single one of us.” 

Galvin Cook asked, “Who are we to 
adopt a ‘holier than thou’ attitude where 
the American evangelist is concerned ? 
He urged that the Assembly not “pass 
judgment on something we don’t know 
enough about.” 
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Struggle in the Wilderness 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for October 23, 1955 
Luke 4:1-15 


The story of Jesus’ temptation is told 
by all three evangelists—very briefly by 
Mark, more fully and in different order 
by Matthew and Luke. 

Luke says: “And Jesus, full of the 
Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan 
(where he had been baptized, where the 
Spirit had descended upon him, and 
where he had heard the voice, ‘Thou art 
my beloved Son’), and was led by the 
Spirit (impelled by a sense of spiritual 
need, we might say) into the wilderness, 
where he remained for forty days (He- 
brew idiom for a period of considerable 
duraticn), tempted by the devil.” 

Did the devil come in a form that 
Jesus could easily recognize, dressed in 
red, with hoofs and horns and forked 
tail? Not very likely. ‘An open soli- 
citation of the enemy of our souls would 
be no temptation.” Almost certainly the 
devil came to Jesus as he comes to us, 
unseen by the physical eye, concealing 
his presence behind suggestions so artful 
so plausible that we take them to be the 
voice of reason or common sense. As 
Conrad Noel points out, people are often 
tempted through their good instincts as 
well as through their bad, so that it is 
difficult to see whether it be God or Devil 
tempting. Here the Devil appears as 
God’s angel, using the very words of 
Scripture to support his suggestions. ‘“‘No 
small part of the struggle was in decid- 
ing whether they were of God or Satan.” 
There is no appeal to the lower nature, or 
to the grosser forms of sin. They are 
temptations that could come only to one 
conscious of a great mission and of 
special powers, facing questions that na- 
turally arose, and weighing alternative 
courses of action. The temptations that 
come to good men are not always or gen- 
erally temptations to evil, but more fre- 
quently temptations to a lesser good. 

In general, Jesus temptations revolved 
around the use he was to make of his 
Messianic power, and the way in which 
he was to achieve his Messianic aim. 


The First Temptation 


The first temptation had a_ natural 
point of contact with Jesus’ physical con- 
dition. For a long period he had ob- 
stained wholly or in large part from food ; 
now he was feeling sharp pangs of hun- 
ger. “If you are the Son of God,” the 
tempter suggested, “command this stone 
to become bread.” 

This temptation was tipped with the 
poisoned arrow of doubt. Some think, 
indeed, that this was the main point of 
the temptation, to doubt the reality of 
the divine Sonship, and to put it to the 
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proof by using the powers which the Mes- 
siah must certainly possession for the 
supply of his physical needs. Did he 
have supernatural power at his disposal ? 
Here, where there were no gazing crowds, 
why not try it out and see. 

Others think that the temptation was 
not primarily to doubt his divine son- 
ship, but rather to use the supernatural 
powers with which he was endowed as 
the Son of God to satisfy his natural 
hunger as a man. If he had yielded to 
that temptation it would have meant a 
decision to use his Messianic power to 
preserve himself from the normal ex- 
perience of man, the setting aside of 
nature’s law for his own personal advan- 
tage. If he had yielded to this tempta- 
tion there would have been for him no 
hunger, pain, sorrow, or cross. He would 
have defeated the very purpose for which 
he had come into the world. This temp- 
tation was presented again in essence by 
Peter at Caesarea Philippi (Mt. 16:33) 
and still again at Gethsemane. At its 
heart there is implied a lack of trust 
in the providence of God. 

It is likely however that the tempta- 
tion had a wider reference, that it con- 
cerned the major purpose of his Mes- 
sianic mission. Jesus was tempted, that 
is, not merely to satisfy his own hunger 
but the hunger of his nation as well, to 
make the abolition of hunger and poverty 
his primary aim in life. Palestine was 
a poor country, densely over-populated, 
and lacking in natural resources. Not 
more than one-fifth of the land was arable 
under the best of circumstances, and there 
were frequent droughts and foods. Jesus’ 
own hunger would make him think of the 
hunger of other men. He had grown up 
among poor folk, and knew their lot. 

As Walter Russell Bowie indicates: 

“He knew that nothing could gain him 
so quick a following as to give people first 
of all what they most instinctively want- 
ed: better conditions of life, some relative 
abundance instead of poverty. Suppose 
he should dedicate his power of leader- 
ship to producing that? Certainly that 
would not be an evil thing. It might seem 
altogether good.”—Interpreter’s Bible 

In addition, the people expected the 
Messiah to bring them unexampled pros- 
perity. Their poets and prophets had 
indicated that this was the case, holding 
before them a world redeemed from both 
hunger and poverty (Cf. Psalm 72; Amos 
9:13-14). 

Jesus himself was not indifferent to 
human needs. “Your heavenly Father 
knows that you need them all (i.e., food 
and clothing), in his Sermon on the 
Mount (Matthew 6:32). On more than 


one occasion he saw to it that a hungry 
crowd was fed. He taught his disciples 
to pray, “Give us this day our daily 
bread” (Matthew 6:11). Their salva- 
tion, he told them, would depend upon 
their willingness to minister to the needy. 
To desire and seek a world in which 
people “shall not hunger” (Isa. 49:10) 
is quite in accord with Jesus’ teaching. 
And in every generation there must be 
men whose supreme concern is with eco- 
nomic matters. 

But man does not live by bread alone, 
and Jesus’ own mission, as the Son of 
God, was not to solve the food problem 
of first-century Palestine but to do a work 
far more fundamental and lasting, to 
speak that word of God which, if it were 
accepted, would solve men’s problems in 
every land and in every age. 


The Second Temptation 


“And the devil took him up, and 
showed him all the kingdom of the world 
in a moment of time.’’ This would seem 
to include not only existing kingdoms— 
the Roman Empire and the lands con- 
quered by Alexander the Great—but also 
kingdoms that might arise in the future. 
The trip was in imagination only, for all 
the kingdoms of the world were not visible 
from any one spot, least of all in a mo- 
ment of time. If, in the previous temp- 
tation, there has been a suggested doubt 
as to whether or not he was truly the 
Son of God, nothing of the sort appears 
here. The temptation here is not to 
doubt the Messianic goal, but to win his 
Kingdom, to establish God’s reign over 
men by some temporary compromise with 
evil, a moment on his knees before Satan, 
in the symbolism of parable. 

The Jews were looking for a military 
leader. Perhaps Jesus was tempted to 
embark upon a campaign of military con- 
quest, such as the Zealots expected the 
Messiah to wage. In this case the second 
temptation was to be a Messiah who 
would satisfy the patriotic passions of his 
people, as the first had been to be one 
who would better their material condi- 
tions. 

Or perhaps it was a temptation to 
make some concession to the weakness of 
men—to avoid an open rupture with the 
Pharisees, or to soft-pedal some of his 
convictions that would antagonize good 
people, powerful people. If he would 
only make the proper compromise, the 
Tempter suggested, how much easier, how 
much quicker might he bring in that uni- 
versal reign of God on which his heart 
was set. 

“It has frequently happened in history 
that men of the highest ideals have been 
led into compromise of this kind, and have 
felt that a single act of evil might secure 
them the highest good, and it has been the 
invariable experience of men that the 
nobler the ideal, the more terrible has 
been the resultant disaster. From this 


moment onward two courses were set 
clearly before Jesus. He might adopt the 
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views current among his contemporaries 
and the methods of force accepted by 
others of his people who aimed, as they 
believed, at the reign of God. He might 
be such a Messiah as Judas Maccabaeus 
had nearly been, or his own contemporary 
Judas, or Theudas, or even Barabbas, and 
have called his nation to arms. On the 
other hand he might follow the path trod- 
den by the ideal servant of God depicted 
in Isaiah 53, a path which led through 
suffering, misunderstanding and rejection 
to condemnation and death. The one was 
the short and easy road, and with the 
miraculous powers which Jesus believed 
himself to possess would have succeeded 
—in outward appearance. The other was 
a slow and difficult course, bringing on 
himself untold agony, and promising for 
the immediate future only a very small 
measure of success. As we have seen 
this was a temptation which never left 
Jesus. It was the certainty that there 
was a way out—but not his Father’s way 
—that produced the agony in the Garden, 
and he could say to those who at the end 
would have defended him, ‘Do you think 
I cannot appeal to my Father to furnish 
me at this moment with over twelve 
legions of angels?’ Yet he steadfastly 
chose the other way, and it led him in the 
end to the cross.” (Moffatt’s New Testa- 
ment Commentary, published by Double- 
day and Co.) 


The Third Temptation 

The third temptation was perhaps the 
most subtle of them all, the appeal being 
not to the satisfaction of physical needs, 
nor to the winning of political dominion, 
but to the test of the divine providence 
in the place consecrated by the divine 
presence. The first temptation was a 
temptation to insufficient trust. Since God 
had not provided food, Satan suggests 
that Jesus provide it in an unauthorized 
way. Now he goes to the —- ex- 
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treme and tempts Jesus to overconfidence 
in God’s goodness—trust carried to such 
an extreme that he will be putting God 
to the test. Satan carried Jesus to the 
pinnacle of the temple (probably in im- 
agination) and suggested that he throw 
himself down, relying on the angels to 
bear him up, as the promise reads in 
God’s holy Word (Ps. 91:11-12). 

Many think that the temptation here 
was to win recognition of his Messiahship 
by a miracle that none could doubt, to 
compel assent by a marvelous display of 
the supernatural that all must accept. 
Jesus rejected the suggestion, recognized 
it, indeed, as Satanic, because ‘‘man has 
been created with the faculty of faith 
and that faculty must be exercised.” God 
will not compel men to believe. The 
children of Israel when they asked for 
proof at Massah as to whether the Lord 
was among them or not, had been told, 
Thou shalt not tempt (i.e., test, put to 
trial) the Lord thy God (Ex. 17:7; Dt. 
6:16). And so Jesus will not compel 
men’s allegiance to him. He will not 
put God to such a spurious, man-made 
test. He will rely upon the spiritual 
appeal alone. He will indeed heal all 
kinds of diseases in order to relieve 
human suffering, but he will not do any 
mighty work in order to win followers 
(Mark 8:11-12). The mind is best con- 
vinced of spiritual truth by spiritual 
means. 

But the third temptation also involved 
the idea that God would preserve Jesus 
from harm, would turn aside the laws of 
nature for his benefit, a temptation all the 
more subtle because it seems to have the 
support of Scripture. Jesus realized that 
to yield to this suggestion would imply 
not faith but presumption. Man has no 
right to expect God to intervene in some 
miraculous way, to suspend the ordinary 
processes of nature in his behalf; certain- 
ly, he cannot expect to force God’s hand. 

“God will not, nay, cannot, without be- 
ing false to himself, intervene to save one 
who has deliberately challenged and dis- 
regarded the methods he himself employs 
in the management of the universe. A 
man may feel compelled, for the achieve- 
ment of some higher end, to risk destruc- 
tion seems inevitable. But he must do 


so with his eyes open, with no expecta- 
tion before him but that he will be de- 
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stroyed. He may escape, God may inter. 
vene, but man has no right to count on 
that possibility. To do so would be to 
tempt God, to put him to the proof, to in- 
sist on spectacular evidence of his power.” 
(T. H. Robinson in Moffatt’s Bible Com- 
mentary ) 

In rejecting this temptation, Jesus de- 
clined to entertain the thought of a mis- 
sion without risk of suffering. He made 
it clear that we must not expect the nor- 
mal flow of life’s ups and downs to be 
suspended, exempting us from accidents 
and tragedies, because we serve him. 


In Conclusion 


The temptation of the Master brings 
very definitely before us the fact that 
temptations come to the noblest and best 
of men as well as to the most depraved. 
None is exempt. They come to us re- 
garding work that is legitimate and in- 
terests that are noble. The most severe 
temptations sometimes follow most close- 
ly on the heels of the most transforming 
experiences. 

What are the greatest temptations of 
our life and how can they be met? Do 
the specific temptations that came to 
Jesus come in any form to us? Are we 
tempted to swerve aside from our God- 
given task for personal gratification, to 
misuse our powers, to play for popularity, 
to win leadership in the world by meth- 
ods that mortagage us to the prince of 
the world? Do we doubt God’s goodness 
if his angels seem to fail us? Which is 
the hardest temptation to resist—the 
temptation to do wrong or the temptation 
to do less than our best, to choose between 
a greater and a lesser good? 


‘‘And when he Devil had ended every 
temptation he departed from him until 
an opportune time.” We miss the pur- 
port of this significant passage unless we 
realize that Jesus’ temptations were not 
confined to this one occasion, but con- 
tinued throughout his ministry. No mat- 
ter what our experience, or what our 
position, or what our standing, none of 
us is ever immune to temptation. The 
devil may be resisted once, or a hundred 
times, but he will always return at the 
opportune moment—when we are weakest, 
when we think we are strongest—if we 
lower our guard, even for a second. 


Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 
sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE TASK OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION. 
By D. Campbell Wyckoff. Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia. 172 pp., $2.75. 

A beok that offers real help to those 
engaged in the work of Christian edu- 
cation, both professional and lay folk, 
is welcome reading. Dr. Wyckoff with 
keen insight and practical concern sets 
forth the task before Christian educators 
and offers specific help in doing the job. 

In the opening section of the book the 
author gives a helpful evaluation of 
Christian Education bringing the reader 
to a keen awareness of the ““New Oppor- 
tunity” today. In the second part the 
need of more than mere religion is af 
firmed as “The Life in Christ” is 
thoughtfully described. The third part 
sets forth the growth of the life that is in 
Christ as the teaching of Christ is brought 
to bear upon the tctal personality. 

All is not theory. In part four speci- 
fics in curriculum and tools are described. 
Responsibility is placed frankly upon 
those who should face the task such as 
the individual, the home, the church, and 
the community. Part five is a brief 
resume in which the author highlights 
his argument and conclusions. 

The concluding statement, “The Price 
of Success,” is a splendid challenge for 
dedication to the task. 

This is a good book for the minister, 
the director of Christian Education and 
for the church library where it will be 
available to all church school workers. 

W. A. WILKERSON. 





Norfolk, Va. 


THE PROTESTANT TRADITION, By J. S. 
Whale. The Cambridge Press, London and 
New York. 351 pp., $3.75. 

What are the basic and enduring ele- 
ments in the great Protestant tradition 
which has come down to us through 
Luther and Calvin, the dominant figures 
in the first and second generation of the 
Reformation period, and through the 
Free churches, Anabaptist, Baptist and 
Congregational which sprang up on the 
Continent and in England? That is the 
question which Dr. Whale, leading Brit- 
ish theologian, seeks to answer in this 
volume, the substance of which was given 
as lectures at Austin Theological Sem- 
inary. 

Those who have heard Dr. Whale, or 
read his rich little volume on “Christian 
Doctrine,” will expect a work of major 
importance. The fact that this volume 


is a Religious Book Club selection con- 
firms that expectation. 
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Dr. Whale, a free churchman in the 
Calvinistic tradition, devotes the major 
portion of his work to Martin Luther, as 
constituting the principal source of our 
Protestant heritage. His exposition of 
Luther’s gospel, the Protestant gospel of 
justification by faith, is one which will 
inform the understanding and enrich the 
faith of any one who reads—minister or 
layman. 

Calvin is treated primarily as a church- 
man, the churchman who _ introduced 
order, system, and authority into the new 
world which Luther had opened, but not 
organized. It was he, Whale rightly 
insists, who saved the Reformation, and 
put all Protestantism thereby in his debt. 

As elements in the Protestant tradition 
the particular beliefs of the free churches 
or sects, Whale holds, are less important 
than certain enduring principles of Chris- 
tian faith and discipleship which they 
represent. The three principles which he 
attempts to summarize and evaluate are 
the personal, the voluntary, and the spir- 
itual principle. 

Dr. Whale has appended to this able 
discussion of the Protestant tradition 
three papers which discuss certain mod- 
ern issues—the Roman Catholic Church 
and toleration, the relations of church 
and state (discussed from the European 
point of view) and ecumenicity. These 
essays are helpful and informative, but 
for this reviewer somewhat anti-climatic. 

ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 
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Anne Marie Jauss. E. P. Dutton & Co., 
N. Y. $2.50. 

Yearbook of American Churches. Ben- 
son Y. Landis, editor. National Council 
of Churches, N. Y. $5. 
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Kromer. Friendship Press, N. Y. 50 cents, 
paper. 
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A Call to Faith 


BY RACHEL HENDERLITE 


A study of the basic doctrines of the 
Christian Church which tells simply 
and clearly what the Church believes 
about God, the Bible, man, Jesus 
Christ, the Holy Spirit, the Church, 
the Kingdom of God, and eternal 
life. Since a person’s life rests on his 
faith, this fresh and compelling 
presentation is a call to church mem- 
bers to hear the words of the Chris- 
tian faith as living words—to let the 
words take hold of them and change 
them, becoming part of themselves. 
After a chapter on “The Meaning of 
Faith,”’ the book is divided into three 
parts: “God’s Work for Man,” 
“God's Work in Man,’ and “’Man‘s 
Work with God.”’ 
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CHANGES 

V. Nei! Wyrick, Jr. from Brookneal, 
Va., to the Palmetto church, 6250 S. W. 
75th Ave., Miami, Fla. 

A. N. Moffett from Jackson, 
208 Roundtree Rd., Toccoa, Ga. 

George W. Long, Jr., formerly of Chick- 
amauga, Ga., has begun his new work at 
the First church, Tupelo, Miss. 

Chalmers Fraser McCutchen of 
First church, Sanford, N. C., has begun 
his new work as pastor of the First 
church, Laurens, 8S. C. 

Dean A. Bailey who has been studying 
in Scotland will be in Atlanta, Ga., until 
Nov. 1. After that, First church, Grenada, 
Miss. 

W. M. Baker from Mebane, N. C., to the 
Crestwood and Randolph churches, 1201 
Montlieu Ave., High Point, N. C. 

Irvine G. Mitchell from Oxford, 
to 3 Kumochi Cho, 
Kobe, Japan. 

D. A. McRight from Marion, N. C., to 
702 Floyd Ave., Rocky Mount, Va., First 
church. 








Miss., to 


the 


Miss., 
1 Chome, Fukiai Ku, 


TO BE MARRIED 

James Sprunt, First church, Raleigh, 
N. C., and Melvina Ruth Hobson, DCE in 
the same church, are to be married in 
Anderson, S. C., Oct. 11. 


DEATH 

Simecn Oliver Coxe, 78, died Oct. 2 
in New Orleans, La. He was pastor in 
Gloucester Co., Va., 1941-49 and before 
that at Mizpah church, Richmond, Va. 


ELTING LECTURES 

James A. Jones, president-elect of Union 
Seminary, Va., is to deliver the second 
annual Elting Memorial Lectures at the 
First church, Florence, Ala., Oct. 16-19 
on “Things to Come.” 


U. S. MISSIONARIES 

On furlough: Belgian Congo: L. Alice 
Longenecker, R. N., Oct. 13; the J. W. 
Allens at Mission Court, Richmond, Va.; 
Ben Kelley, Jr., Wytheville, Va.; the T. K. 
Morrisons, Mission Court, Richmond, Va.; 
the Harry M. Punts, Bristol, Tenn.; the 
A. M. Shives, Scotts, N. C. From Mexico: 
the John B. Woods, Chicago and Cali- 
fornia. From Brazil: the John Stouts, 
Austin, Texas; the Thomas W. Foleys, 
Princeton, N. J.; the Stephen J. Sloops, 
Mission Haven, Decatur, 1 Ga. 

Appointed: Belgian Congo: Dr. and 
Mrs. Pierre Charles Toureille, Johnstown, 
N. Y.; Korea: Elizabeth Ann Boyer, R. 
N., Richmond, Va., Korea. 


USA MISSIONARIES 

Appointed: the Wm. David Reyburns to 
the Camerouns, West Africa, to serve as 
technical advisers in recording local 
languages and translating the Scriptures. 
They recently completed a similar work 
in the United Andean Indian Mission in 
Ecuador. 
NEW YORK STATE 

From the New York State Empire- 
Builder come these ministerial changes: 

Martin Klingberg has resigned as pas- 
tor of Rutgers church, New York. 
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William B. McAlpine is now at West 
Park, New York. 

James McKellar to Dryden. 

Sheridan Robbins, from the chaplaincy 
to assistant pastor at Olean. 

Dudley Sarfaty from Selden to Hoboken, 
N. J. 

Richard L. Schlafer from Philadelphia 
to Central church, Huntington. 

Chales Schwartz from North church, 
Cortland, to assistant at Union church, 
Bay Ridge. 

James Scotland from Wolcott to Rox- 
bury, Mass. 

Edward Seele will retire from service 
at Polytechnic Institute. 

John L. Sefcik from Mays 
N. J., to Catskill. 

George Watson will 
church, Staten Island. 

George Williams from 
Mary’s, Pa. 


Landing, 
serve the First 


Hobart to St. 


Building Fund Voted 


New York (rNS)—A $5,500,000 fund 
to build urgently-needed new churches 
was approved by the Board of National 
Missions, Presbyterian Church, USA; 
at its fall meeting here. The money will 
be obtained primarily by commercial 
loans that will be repaid over a ten-year 
period, it was announced. 


The fund will be in addition to nearly 
$6,500,000 raised by the denomination as 
part of a special building campaign. 

A goal of 100 new Presbyterian 
churches a year for the next three years 
has been set. During the past five years 
the average was 62. 





FLORA MACDONALD 


Red Springs, North Carolina 
An Accredited Four-Year Liberal 


B.A., B.M., and B.S. Degrees 
Christian Education for Christian 


MARSHALL Scott Woopson, President 
“4 Superior College for Superior Students” 


COLLEGE 


Arts College 


Living and Service 








Maryville 
College 


Founded 1819 


Liberal Arts, Coeducational, Presbyterian, Accred- 
ited by Association of American Universities, South- 
ern Association, National Association of Schools of 
Music, American Association of University Women, 
American Medical Association, etc. 
$336 per semester for tuition, fees, room, board, 
and may be met in part by self-help. Address 


RALPH WALDO LLOYD, President 


Charges average 


Maryville, Tennessee 








ROBERT 


WESTMINSTER 


A College for Men; Fulton, Missouri 


A four-year Liberal Arts College with a century of distinctive service 
in training leaders for Church, State, Business and the Professions. 
For catalog and information write 


L. D. DAVIDSON, President 








DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


John R. Cunningham, President 


WITH A PURPOSE 


Davidson, N. C. 








Founded 1819 
(Kentucky’s Bluegrass Area) 





Separate Campuses ..... 
for women and men students but most classes and social func- 


tions held jointly. Fully accredited. Liberal Arts. 
terian. Famous for distinguished alumni. 


Send for illustrated booklet 
Walter A. Groves, Ph. D., President 


Presby- 
Fine facilities. 


Danville, Ky. 








THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





rcial 
year 


arly 
oN as 


JTLOOK 





